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The yellow pigment  and p repa ra t ion  "vi tamin P"  is  a dry  ex t rac t  of the tea plant  [1, 2]. F r o m  these  
p r epa ra t i ons  we have i so la ted  white ac icu la r  c ry s t a l s  with mp 220-221°C, [ a ] ~ - 8 4 . 5  ° (c 0.1; ethanol), Rf 
0.65 showing a blue color  on a pape r  c h r o m a t o g r a m  [BAW (4 : 1 : 5) sys tem] on being sp rayed  with 10%KOH; 
the IR spec t rum of the subs tance  showed the following absorpt ion bands, cm- l :  3100 (OH), 1725 (CO of an 
a - p y r o n e ) ,  1610 (a romat ic  double bonds), 1580, 1520, 1460. It  is  soluble in wa te r  and ethanol and insoluble 
in e the r  and ch loroform.  

The acid hydro lys i s  of the sugar  moie ty  led to the format ion of gtucose and an aglycone with mp 231- 
232°C, appear ing  on p a p e r  c h r o m a t o g r a m s  at the level of an authentic sample  of umbel l i ferone;  it gave no 
depress ion  of the mel t ing  point with umbel l i ferone.  The IR spec t rum of the aglycone was a lso  identical  
with that of umbel l i ferone  [3, 5] and the i r  UV spec t r a  coincided. 

On compar ing  the indices  obtained with those  given in the l i t e r a tu re  [4], i t  can be seen that the sub-  
s tance that we i so la ted  is  umbel l i fe rone  7-f l -D-glucoside (skimmin).  

After  the acid hydro lys i s  of the yellow pigment  and the p repa ra t ion  "vi tamin P," t r a c e s  of a second 
substance of coumar in  nature  we re  found in the aglycone pa r t  which appeared  on pape r  e h r o m a t o g r a m s  at 
the level  of scopolet in.  

This  is  the f i r s t  t ime  that  coumar ins  have been found in tea  p repa ra t ions .  
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